Editor’s Preface by Symes, Carol
Masthead Logo The Medieval Globe
Volume 2 | Number 1 Article 2
December 2015
Editor’s Preface
Carol Symes
University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign, symes@illinois.edu
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/tmg
Part of the Ancient, Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque Art and Architecture Commons,
Classics Commons, Comparative and Foreign Law Commons, Comparative Literature Commons,
Comparative Methodologies and Theories Commons, Comparative Philosophy Commons,
Medieval History Commons, Medieval Studies Commons, and the Theatre History Commons
This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Medieval
Institute Publications at ScholarWorks at WMU. It has been accepted for
inclusion in The Medieval Globe by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks
at WMU. For more information, please contact maira.bundza@wmich.edu.
Footer Logo
Recommended Citation
Symes, Carol (2015) "Editor’s Preface," The Medieval Globe: Vol. 2 : No. 1 , Article 2.
Available at: https://scholarworks.wmich.edu/tmg/vol2/iss1/2
THE 
MEDIEVAL 
GLOBE
 Volume 2.1 | 2016
www.arc-humanities.org 
CopyeditorShannon Cunningham 
Editorial AssistantKelli McQueen
Page design and typesetting
Martine Maguire-Weltecke
Library of Congress Cataloging in Publication Data
A catalog record for this book is available from the Library of Congress  
© 2016, Arc Medieval Press, Kalamazoo and Bradford
The authors assert their moral right to be identified as the authors of their part of this work.Permission to use brief excerpts from this work in scholarly and educational works is hereby 
granted provided that the source is acknowledged. Any use of material in this work that is 
an exception or limitation covered by Article 5 of the European Union’s Copyright Directive 
(2001/29/EC) or would be determined to be “fair use” under Section 107 of the U.S. Copyright Act 
September 2010 Page 2 or that satisfies the conditions specified in Section 108 of the U.S. Copy-
right Act (17 USC §108, as revised by P.L. 94-553) does not require the Publisher’s permission. 
This work is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International Licence.
ISSN 2377-3561 (print) 
ISSN 2377-3553 (online)
EDITOR’S PREFACE
CAROL SYMES
The Medieval Globe grew out of a conference hosted by the Program in Medieval Studies at the Uni ver sity of Illinois, in April of 2012: “The Medieval Globe: Communication, Connectivity, Exchange.” The articles in this issue are products of 
that meeting and, like the papers from which they grew, represent significant con-tributions to the study of a medieval world whose interconnected regions, peo-ples, and cultures we are only just beginning to understand. They also exemplify the collegiality, generosity, and critical rigor embodied by the people who made that conference an extraordinary experience.1 Indeed, the opening dialogue on periodization, by Kathleen Davis and Michael Puett, captures the essence of the lively discussions that followed all the individual conference presentations. In it, the authors help to frame one of TMG’s core missions by examining two historio-graphical/imperial discourses in which the construct of “the medieval” has played a crucial role. The articles that follow this dialogue appear in more conventional scholarly formats, but they display a similar commitment to asking big questions, 
modeling portable methodologies, and looking at specific topics and problems from new angles. I hope they will inspire many readers and future contributors.
Carol Symes (symes@illinois.edu) is the founding executive editor of The Medi­
eval Globe. She is the Lynn M. Martin Professorial Scholar at the Uni ver sity of Illinois, where she is an associate professor of history with joint appoint ments in medieval studies, global studies, and theatre. Her own research focuses on the history of communication technologies, the social and cul tural history of west-ern Europe from c. 1000 to 1300, and the abiding influence of medievalism in the modern world.
1 In addition to the scholars whose work appears in the present issue, this conference was enriched by the contributions of Jonathan Conant, Margot Fassler, Geraldine Heng, Linda Komaroff, Eleanora Stoppino, and Nicolás Wey Goméz. Perennial thanks are due to my co-organizers, Elizabeth Oyler, D. Fairchild Ruggles, and Nora Stoppino, and (as ever) to Charles D. Wright, then Director of the Program in Medieval Studies at the Uni ver sity of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign.
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